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METHOD
PARTICIPANTS

• Ten early childhood teachers (90% Female; 80% Caucasian, 10% Hispanic, 10% 
Asian; ages ranging between 23-54) working with Afghan refugee children ages 
0 to 8 in early childhood settings (80% public school, 20% non-profit organization) 
participated in the study.

RESULTS

DISCUSSION & IMPLICATION

• The current study may contribute to the knowledge base on teachers’ experiences, perceptions, 
and needs and inform the community, policymakers, researchers, and administrators on 
increasing tailored resources and support for these children, families, and teachers.

• With the influx in the number of refugee children and the lack of training for teachers in 
addressing the needs of these populations, there is a need for professional development for 
teachers working with refugee children.

• Considering the unique background of these children, teachers may need training and 
resources for culturally, linguistically, and trauma-responsive practices to better support refugee 
children and families.

BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY

• The number of people who are forcefully displaced worldwide is increasing 
rapidly (United Nations High Commissioners for Refugees, 2023).

• Refugee children and their families may have experienced various degrees of 
physical and emotional challenges that may affect the resettlement process, 
and as a result, these populations may arrive with undesirable emotional and 
psychological conditions for learning (Hamilton & Moore, 2004). 

• It is crucial to provide appropriate learning opportunities and support for refugee 
children who may have suffered from various health and psychological issues as 
they transitioned to a new host country (Betancourt et al., 2015).

• As teachers and education play an important role in refugee children’s 
adjustment, understanding and learning teachers’ experiences is vital as their 
insights can provide valuable information in fostering a supportive and inclusive 
learning environment.

• However, most of the studies related to teachers’ experiences with refugee 
children focus on the primary and secondary levels (Barrett & Berger, 2021). 
There are insufficient studies on teachers working with younger children, 
especially Afghan refugee children in early childhood settings (Strekalova-
Hughes & Wang, 2017). 
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• The semi-structured interview on Zoom or in person
for 40 to 60 minutes. 

• Interview about the teacher's personal experience, 
support and resources, experience working with 
refugee children and families, and teaching 
strategies and practices

• Thematic analysis through coding and finding similar 
themes and concepts across participants to 
uncover their experiences and perceptions of 
working with Afghan refugee children and families.

PURPOSE OF THE STUDY

• The present study aims to learn how early 
childhood teachers are responding, supporting, 
and interacting with Afghan refugee children and 
families in Oklahoma.
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